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During the *“Christmas rush” the book
etors !s a place well worth visiting, were
it only to study types.

If In one particular more than another
mien and women lay bare thelr true
solves, It is In thelr book tastes.

Reading, after all, 18 & matter of kil
time or use time, a habit or an occupi-
tion. Vers, ver® few books can be all
things to nll men, and, hence, the many,
many grades In even the one department
of books—fiction.

Good, bad and Indifferent books ars
doliberately put forth by the publishers
to meet the demands of par=ons good, bad
end Indifferent in thelr Hterary tastes,

All these good, Lind indifferent per-
FODs &Te to be sren o he book counter
buying thelr mental npiates or stimulants,
purchasing information or (ream pllls.

They jostle cach other, handle the books,
comment upon thom, sometimes purchas-
ing, =sometlmes not, but in the end con-
tributing of thelr hard-earned money to
the vast =um spent in the United States
annually, which keeps the writers writing,
the posts poetizing, the gprinters printing
and the publishers publishing.

Day by day, after December 1, business
is attuned to a higher and livelier note in
the bookseller’s shops unt!l 1t reached the
climax the day before Christmns,

Then a slump. Then new novels no
longer are new.

Presents are bought. The light ltera-
ture appetite temporarily Is sated; and—
tn the popular mind—all that lterature
Includes ts summed up in light literature.

The Girl with the Big Boa was In
Roeder's with her bosom friend, The Girl
with the Frizziv Halr. .

The name of the Girl with the Big Boa
was Gwenlolyn, Gwen for short. The
name of the Girl with the Frizzly Halr
was Helen, Nell for short.

The Girl with the Blg Boa was ta!l and
rivikingly beautiful, having ths kind of
figure, features and coloring and carrlage
that takes one's breath away. The Girl
with the Friszly Halr was—well, just the
Girl with the Frizzly Halr—small, snub-
nosed, not nearly so daringly dressed, is
s sort of negative pole to the Girl with
the Big Boa.

The Girl with the Blr Boa charxed down
rpon the Clerk with the Long Neck, who
presided over the new novel counter,

"Are there any new novasls?' ghe axiked,

The Clerk with the Long Neck, visibly
Impressed by his customer, po'nted to the
nimberless volumes before him.

“All new, Mi=s." he replled. “What kind
would vou llke? Now here’s “The Call of
the Wild," by Jack London, about a dog—""

“0Oh, Gwen.,” put In the Girl with the
Frizzly Halr, who by thls time hada
renched the scene, “don't buy anvthing
tr that Jack London; he's a Soclalist, and
that's the same as an Anarchist—T heard
papa say so—even If he Iz good-looking.”

“What on earth’s the Alfference If he Is
e Boclalist, so long ns he's good-looking ™
ratorted the Girl with the Rig Boa. “And
fre you sure—Iis he a Soclalist? This last
directed at the Clerk with the Long Neck.

Ths clerk squirmed the long neck In em-
barrassment, being unable to answer, It
was not his province to know the polttics
of authors, but, rather, to mall books.

. the Girl with the Big Boa
spared him. Ehe 414n't walt for answer.
Ebe picked up the book and opened It

“Why, it 1s about & dog,” she remarked

» unpleasant for the clerk sinee
it Intimated she doubted the truth of his
original statement. “It's aboot a bull-
dog—" i

bulldog.
say Gwen (this in a loud whisper),
look mt Minnle M. over there; she'a got
and It's Just the ugliest thing.
That girl never did have any taste”
“And If that !so't John W. with herr™
exclaimed the Girl 'with the Blg Boa ex-
cltedly. “What in the world can he ses in
that powdersd creaturs? No, I don't want
the book (with much asperity, to the utter
humilistion of tha Clerk with the Long
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Neck). Her dress, awful! Nell, I'm going
to get right out of this place. I never did
like this store and I can't stand Minnie
M., and that's all there is to It!"

This was all of the highly edifying con-
versation which was In any degree to be
understood by an eavesdropper. It was
seen, though, that the Girl with the Friz-
zly Halr hung diplomatically behind, and,
Judging by the quizzical expression of her
face, was amused at the little plque of her
friend. Evidently the Girl with the Big
Boa was rather'interested in John W.

To the credit of the sald John W., be it
sald, that with excellent tact he bowed
himself away from the engaging Minnle
and In the most “accidental” way In the
world Intercepted the Girl with the Bg
Bcea at the entrance (o the store.

If T am not mistaken he Invited her to
£0 to the matinee. If T am not again mis-
taken she left her less attractive friend,
the Gir]l with the Friza!y Hair, to the ten-
der mercles of Minnie. If I am not fur-
thermore mistaken Frizzly Hair and Min-
nle rushed, as it were, Into .each other's
arme, and Frizzly Halr congratulated Min-
fdla upon her “beaut!ful” new attire,
while Minnle spoke of Frizsly Hair's ex-
treme good looks, though poor little Friz-
zly Halr was Inwardly consclous the whole
time that all her charms were centered In
frizzly halr and a generpus smount of
keen gray matler.

And the Clerk with the Long Neck. Heo
sighed and reflected that a salesman'a life
‘s not one glorious round of the conquest
of falr customers—nor of sales,

A gangling stripling, tall and willowy—
willowiness Is a geod slgn In woman, bad
in man—with fishy eyes and too much lips,
g fellow evidently strained by the attempt
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to look llke a genius, sauntered up to the
Clerk with the Long Hair.

"“Br, I presume,” sald he, “that you
have W. D. Howella’s latest ‘Letters
Home." Er, let me see it please. Fine
writer. Howells's classie, don't you know.
:?lrz"nee 1 write for the magazines my-

The Clerk with the Long Neck looksd
a8 If he had seen this kind before, But
people’s failing was not his business. His
was to sell booke. He pecured a copy of
the eplstolatory novel in question.

“Wonderfully clever, this. Howells has
no clap-trap about him. Some say he |s
uninteresting. Possibly not—to the rab-
ble. Literary tastes, er, requirs cultiva-
tlon—like all other refinements. TI'll just
take thls. How much? A dollar and a
half. Yes, yes, here it {8**

Money, of course, was no object.

A modest appearing man, in neat black
clothes, immaculate linen and black tle,
sharp small eves, compressed lips, ex-
pression adjusted at the well-nigh impos-
sible, half-way between the benign and
the severe—between the sublime and the
ridiculous—a minister, Protestant. For
what does he ask? *“The One Woman,”
by Thomas Dixon.

And the book Is barred at the Publle
Library.

A healthy, eane looking young woman,
in whom the clerk with the Long Neck
betrayed no Interest whatever, In busi-
nesslike fashion bought a prettily bound
little: volume by James Lame Allen and
another by Booth Tarkington.

An ambitious youth—ambition gtuck out
all over him—evidently proud of himself
that his tastes should trend toward such
a volume, asked for Morley's Gladstone,

An elderly man, erect, white
hair, goatee, mustache, Confederate
Colonel all through, wanted “Henry Wat-
tahson’s latest book, suh!” The name?

** “The Compromises of Life' subh. Your
sellin’ books, suh, and not knowin' Kun-
nel Henry Wattahson, suh, reminds me of
the boy, suh, who didn't know enough to
come in out of the wet, suh.”

A club woman—you can always tell

SEASON. .

A Snapshot of “The Girl With the
Big Boa” and Her Chum,
“The Girl With the
Frizzly Hair.”

them—wanted Doctor Van Dyke's most
recent endeavor. Ehe wanted style for
style sake, and, doubtless, had absorbed
enough of popular misconceptions to un-
derstand the rules governing llterature as
“she Is wrote."

I saw some quite ordinary people; peopla
with ordinary common sense, who soberiy
picked out *“The Autoblography of a
Thief," *““Ths Life nnd Times.of Thomas
Jefferson,” *“Henry Ward Bescher.” by
Lyman Abbott, and the most recent
:l:ud.lea of Schumann, Wagner and Brown-
nE.

The Kipling enthusiast, how familfar ho
in becoming? Not the Kipling admirer.
Not the Kipling reader, either, precisely.
But he—it Is always a man—who deems
Kipling all the Iaw and the gospels,

He walks as If animated by a dynamo
of about 40,000 horse-power. His mustache
has an aggressive twisf, and he actually
has thoss eyes which the romantis novel-
Ist unanimously declare have the quality
of “plercing one.' (You must remembar
bow the hero always plerces the villaln
with his, the hero’s eyes). He does no:
uncerstand repose. As the clerk with the
long neck Is looking up “The Flve Na-
tions," he paces to and fro, swiging his
arms, and breathing at a pace that would
put the habltual cigarette smaker cut of
hLI'I;lnE'lu in helf a minute.

e aeem= constantly to be in
himself, "Kip, Kip, I-:;urrah!" e b

Food and drink—and then some mora
drink—lle for many men and women, who
were foolish enough to get Into the au-
thor business, In the Insatiable appetits
for more story, which nowadays is de-
veloped to abnormal proportions. Often n
boy or girl, saturated first with nursery
rhymes, then with tales of more or less
coherence told by parents or nurse, lit-
erally grows up In an atmosphere of atory.

They open a book and, from the moment
that the cavalier lover is introduced to
the damerel of high degree and “‘passionate
orbs,” they glue their aptics to the pages
and bury themselves for hours In the
theme, just to find out what happens to
the book's people. Through duel, through
slege, through wars, through viclssitudes
without number, they follow the adven-
tures of the central pair. They get them-
selves gradually to that state where they
are distraught when the hero Is distraught,
where they weep when the heroine Is cry-
ing her eves out, Imagining herself (pure
imagination. of course) unloved, uncared
for, deserted, helpless and in hard lucl
generally.

To reach this state of subservience to
fiction, the victlm, after the nursery-
rhyme experience, goes through the G. A
Henty stage, using him as typlcal of the
better class of juvenlile writing of the
“thrilling adventure' description. He then
reads Bcott from beginning to end, the
whole Waverly novel series; then Bulwer,
and so on until he has exhausted the so-
called *“classic’” stuff, and rushes con-
stantly after the newest and wildest thing
of the modern romantic kind.

Thess story manlacs are very prominent
around the book stalls. They have & care
for the exterior of the book which they
purchase. The publishers understand
them fully and, In the development of the
bookbinding art, are able to, and do, put
on the covers pictures of devillsh-looking
fellows chopping up people with swords or
lances. ;

After binding. they consider (Tlustra-
tions. 1¢ the gpirit of story be sufficlently
strong and the [llustrator's abilty up to
the mark, so that the tale's thrall
out and exerts its spel]l through the ple-
tures, that book Is very apt to be what is
called a “seller.”

As to the other kinds of buyars of othes
kinds of books, go downtown and see for
yourrelf,
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“Ons would think that the talked-of
books, the new books, would be In great-
est demand In a library having owver 60,000
subscribers. Such is not the case.
*“‘Generous adyertising, parior dlscussions
and sensations rarely sweep the public off
of what might be termed its literary feet.

The standard works remain the favorites,
even when the new books are st thelr
belght of popularity.”

F. M. Crunden, City Librarian, was talk-
Ing. He had just left & large tabla cov-
ered with books fresh from the publishers,
Many of them were the first copies that
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IDEAL BOOKCASE.

Strength,
Durability and
Beauty of

Design and Finish.

They have a style and
quality all their own, and
at a cost within the reach
of all; alsoa

SOLID OAK BOOKCASE,

Quartered, carved and pol-
ished, 45 in. wide, 58 in.
high, worth $30.00,

Leather

Now $23.60=—_

., $26.00 Oak Tables, e, $8.50

MORRIS CHAIRS.

BIG ROUND TABLES.
EVERYTHING IN FURNITURE. 64th YEAR.

DESKS.

had reached St. Louls. Al of them had
been purchased after a careful canvass of
their merits by assistant librarians, Mr.
Crunden, and finally the Book Comml!tise
of the Library Board.

Caterlng to the public taste in mattera
literary Is mo easy task. The clty library
has restrictlons placed upon it that do not
clrcumscribe & private institution such as
the Mercantile Assoclatlon. For Inztunce,
“The One Woman™ Is not to be sacured
at the public library.

“THE ONE WOMAN"
I8 RULED OUT. .

*It's sensationallem is of much a nature
that we thought we should not have It
was the explanation. Yet this same vol-
ume s having “the run” at ths Mercantile
Library, and nothing Is thought of a pos-
sible proscription.

The selection of new books is not the
all-lmportant task of thore who purchasa
books for the librarles. Keeping dupll-
cates of standard works of fiction !s one
of the hardest jobs connected with the 1~
frary. About 66 per cent of the books
taken from the public library is fictlon.
At the Mercantlle Library, strange to say,
the per cent of fiction i» €4, with a mem-
bership of about 3,600,

“It is not dMcult to show which hrve
been the popular new books of t/.e last
year,” explalned Mr. Crunden In telllng
of the tendency of the public tasts In St
Louls. "Plays adapted from the new
books have an appreclable effect on the
demand.

* *The Eternal City." Mrs. Wiggs of the
Cabbage Patch' ‘The Christian’® and
‘Lady Rosa's Daughter* appeared at the
theaters and were co-incldent with =
heavy demand for the books. All of thess
volumes are In vogue, and have been gon-
erally fead.

*Last spring “Tfe Conqueror,’ Gartrude
Atherton's novel, was very popular. Al-
len's *The Mettls of the Pasture,” Lon-
fion's *The Call of the WIId,' and Mrs.
Waddington's ‘Letters of a Diplomat’
were all popular. ‘Gordon Kelth' has also
been much sought after. Fox's “The Lit-
tla Bhapherd of Kingdom Come’ has been,
and ls, very much in favor.

*“Popular as thess books are, they do
not aroroach the steady demand for "Les

Miserables’ 'Momts Cristo,’ and sush

works. For (nstance, when "Trilbs’
at its helght of popularity—and every one
remembers how It caught the publlc
faney—'Les M!=erabls' was even more
Jpopular.,

“One year there wereg 0 calls for
‘Trilby,' and the next year thero were
%), In one of those years ‘Las Miserables
was taken out 15 times.

“ ‘[#s Mlserables' wns the most popular
boak In the library. “Monte Cristo’ took
first place the next year, with ‘Les Mizer-
ables’ mecond. last year, for the firsi
tUme In the history of the library, a new
poole lece It was *The Crisis.’

*0Of ecourse, the fact that the book dealt
chlefly with events here In Bt, Louls was
largely responeitle for this difference,
FOLID INFORMATION
AlS0O 1S DESIRED.

“But it Is not right to suppose Lthat fic-
tion is the chief attraction of the library.
1 do not think that a single book hams beéen
purchased during tha past ten years
which has not been called for by the
patrons,

“The demand for those books which
treat of the trodes and arts, especially
those dealing with electricity and the ap-
plication of steam, Is very great. MNo
sooner Is one of these books put on the
shelves than they are taken out.”

Mr. Crunden then took down some of the
volumes which Lad been purchased during
the past year, but which dealt with what
might ba called heavy subjects. John
Fisk's Critical and Historical Essays”
has been in demand slnce Its publication.

Ths commerdation which President
Rooeevelt gave to Wagner's “The Simple
Life"* has kept it in the hands of the
p'atnmu.

Podmore's "Modern Bpiritusllsm”™ evi-
dently has been studied a number of times
by different people since it was purchased,
the first of the year. “The Principles of
Organio Chemistry” was purchased In
June and had been out twelve times. A
strictly trade book, called *“The Bakers'
Book,” did not go upon the shelves until
October I, but was out three times In the
month.

It might paturally be supposed that “Ir-
rigation Farming,” by Wiloox, would not
Hiterest many people Who live in Bt. Louts,
7ot during the six months It has been In

Was

the lihrary it hns besn taken out twenty
times,

Btuden(s of history, judeing from the de-
mand for the book, considered “The Im-
peachment and Trial of Andrew Johnson™
worlhy of perusal.

And so0 on. Good books of all kinds are
In demand at the Public Library. Stand-
ard works are more sought after than the
new, Professlonal, histérical and scientifie
volumes are always welcomed by a cllen-
tela that does not do much talking, but
ders miuch thinking,

Ot course, the character of the patron-
age of the Mercantila Library is of &
different sort than that of the Public
Library. Its ship Is composed of
persons who have the lelsure to read and
who, perhaps, bhave traveled and studied
more,

“Such novels as ‘The One Woman,” "The
Filigree Ball,’ ‘The Bar BSinister,” "The
Call of the Wild,’ “The Heart of Hya-
cinth,’ 'The Spenders’ and “The Little
Bhepherd of Kingdom Come’ have been
the favorites here during the past ‘vesr,”
sald Miss Bimon, who is In charge of the
information bureau. *“The members are
posted on the new books and seem to have
& desire to keep up with them.

“I eannot say that the older ang stan-
dard books excel them In demand.

"“Of other bouks those of travel seem

CHOICE BOOKS.

A Library of Fine Editioms Easily
Obtatned.

Book buyers will be interested to know
that the E. Holdoway Publishing Com-
pany presents an opportunity to procurs
standard authors in “De Luxe Editions’
on a plan which makes it easy to obtain &
library of cholcs books. These books mre
all bourl on paper especiaily made and
in handsome artistic binding. Their an-
nouncement in to-day’s Republic mentions
a few of the standard authors and directs
special attention to recent publication of
the works of that great French novelist,
Guy de Maupassant. This work is lzsued
in four series of seventeen volumes, hand-
somely bound, seventy illustrations, fur-
nishing to the reader an endless variety
of art, drama and narrative. The first
edition is just out of press and embraces
five volumes. To anyons interested iIn
fine editions of standard’ works, fiction,
history, or romance, the B, Holdoway
Publishing Company, Equitable bullding,

Louls, will be pisased to furnish book-

Bt
lats

to have the greatest attractions for the
readers. Bnoks dealing with unknown
countries are seemingly the most popular.
Sven Hedin's ‘Through Central Asia and
Thibet' and “Through Unknown Thibet’
can hardly be kept in the llbrary, ad great
Is the demand for them. Landon's
‘Through Forbidden Lands,” which deals
with much the same country, Is also a
favorite.

“The Duke of Abruzzi's latest book of

travel s '‘Op the Polar Star to the Arclle
Sea’ and it has met with the full ap-
proval of readers. Any good book of
travel is sought after by the members.
Historical works, such as Fisk's, are also
in demand by the more studious.

“gtill. fictlon takes precedence over all
other forms of hterature. The fact that
68 per cent of the calls are for fiction
shows the stiong hold it has upon the
popuiar mind.”—

#0 captivatin
written, and

*The
Handsomely bound and decorated

Oppenheim’s Best Novel,

A wholesome and engrossing story of
liah msocial and political life by
* B PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM.

“Ome of the half doren best
novels of the season.”"—Chicago
Record-Herald.
Fourth Edition,
IMustrated.

i2me.,
$1.50.

some
& child onn

FOUR POPULAR FALL BOOKS.

A New Book by Laura E. Richards,

THE GOLDEN WINDOWS

B “Captaln Janua
apivhthy “’.{L"‘?hn bgok of 44 fables—axquisitely concelved and s!rngl

rimful of meaning—a book appealing to old and young all
book Is a window into a realm as beautiful
as it Is real."—Outlook, New York.

A Prince of Sinners

A fascinating romance of love and adventure
"A book that stirs
holds the interest

to end.”"—Chicago Tribun
Fourth Edition, Finsly Nlustrated. 12mo., $1.50.

'* Mrs. Richards has written nothing

..

and finely illustrated. 1°mo,, $1.50.

A
Rose of
Normandy

Eng-

by WM. R. A, WILSON.
the blood, warms ths heart, and
- with a firm grip from beginning

) “One of the Sweetest Storles Ever Written.”

The Awakening of tie Duchess

A eharming story of (he awakening of a tgm
ter, t , Frances
e Gl ol 85 sy by e i, Frasees o

With Four Delicately Colored Iliustrations by I. H. Caliga.
Handsomely bound In green and gold, 1°mo., $1.50, post paid,

At all Booksellers, LITTLE, BROWN & CO., Publishers, Bosten.
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